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7. Why Do We Keep Risking Our 
Lives When There’s Nothing To 
Be Saved? 

 
 
 

Why do we keep risking our lives when there is nothing to be saved? This program 
will discuss risk and the associated behaviors of firefighters. We have seen the 
stories. We have viewed the photographs of firefighters. We will examine the 5 
major reasons firefighters are injured or killed. We want and need aggressive 
firefighters, but we need firefighters who engage their brain before engaging their 
feet. We will look at several line of duty death events to see what can be learned 
from their experiences. Staffing, driving, strategy and tactics, safety, and other 
topics will be discussed. The lack of experience and the need for wisdom will be 
discussed. 

 

Instructor 
John M. Buckman III served 55 years in the fire service from firefighter, Chief, state 
academy training director, author, photographer, International Association 
President and instructor. He has authored six books. He has produced 5 
photography books. He is a highly sought after speaker for local, regional and 
national events. He has been at the Bryant Stiles Officers School each year since 
the beginning. 

 


